
HAROPA Representation 



 51 million people – 25 million living in Seoul Area 

 

 11th World largest GDP – GDP growth (2018) +2.7% 

 

 6th World largest Exporter - 7th World largest Importer 
  

 100,210 km2 – 3 times Normandy 

 

 Main business partners : China, EU, USA, ASEAN 
(Vietnam/Singapore/Indonesia), Japan, Mexico, 
Australia and Saudi Arabia. 



SHORT TERM 
 

Petrochemicals, refined petroleum goods, coal, drugs and medical 
supplies, cosmetics, shipbuilding (only gas tankers, VLCS, FSO and 
FPSO), any products replacing Japanese consumers and 
intermediate goods, flat panel display and sensor, equipment's for 
semiconductors production, natural gas, coal, tourism, single-
person household goods and equipments. 
 
 

MEDIUM TERM 
 

Non-memory Semiconductors, Home appliances, any products 
replacing Japanese components, machinery, automobile 
components, synthetic resins, carbon fibers, electric car,, 
sanatorium, health care foods. 



SHORT TERM 
 

Semiconductors (Memory), grains, plastic products, imported 
automobiles, steel, ores, electronic goods, automotive parts, air traffic, 
domestic air cargo traffic. 

 

 

MEDIUM TERM 
 

Shipbuilding industry (out of VLCS, LNG tankers, FPSO and FSO,  

manufacturing business in general, children products, coal, dairy 
products,family consumer goods, nuclear parts. 



Failure of the Social reforms 
New President Moon decided series of social measures, main one being that from July 1st 2018, 
maximum hours per week will be limited at 52 hours (gradually implemented according to size of 
businesses). Two years later, youth unemployment rate is rising fast, industries are massively     
delocalizing or getting more automatized, services are moving to robotisation. Social gap is       
getting wilder.     

 

Trade dispute with Japan 
Further to Korean Supreme Court to allow Korean individuals to suit Japanese companies 
engaged in forced labor during colonial period (1905-1945), Japan removed Korea from White-
List importers, claiming that past issues already been solved through former intergovernmental 
agreement. Japan measure is a threat to Korean electronics and semiconductors industries. 
Korea reacted by removing Japan from its own white list, organize a boycott of Japanese 
products and launch R&D campaign to replace Japanese intermediate goods. 

 

Leaving China, moving to ASEAN and India 
Due to trade war between China and USA, Korean manufacturers are leaving China as an export 
basis to ASEAN countries (especially Vietnam, but also Malaysia and Indonesia) and to India. As 
example, Samsung Electronics will close its last Chinese mobile phone plant in 2019. 



Exporters 
 

 Samsung Electronics (Logitech) 

 LG Electronics (Pantos) 

 Hyundai Motor (Glovis) 

 Kia Motors (Glovis) 

 Hyundai Heavy Industries (Glovis) 

 Hanwha Corp 

 POSCO International 

 SK Hynix Semiconductors 

 Hyundai Steel (Glovis) 

 SK Innovation (SK Trading) 

 Hyundai Mobis (Glovis) 

Importers 
 

 Samsung C&T (Logitech) 
 LG Electronics (Pantos) & LG 

Corp. 
 Hyundai Motor (Glovis) 
 Kia Motors (Glovis) 
 KOGAS 
 SK Innovation 
 S-Oil 
 POSCO International 
 KEPCO 
 Hyundai Oilbank 



CONTINOUS PRESS CONTACTS AND MEDIA CAMPAIGN 

Cargo news 
Cargo press 
Korea Forwarders 
Times 
Korea Logistic News 
Korea Shipping 
Gazette 
Maritime Korea 
Korea Herald 

Maritime Press 
The Korea Maritime News 
The Shipping Industry 
News 
Shipping Today 
Maeil Business News 
MBN TV 
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